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Prologue

We, Anne-Wil, Renske and Eva are three students going to a secondary school. We get a lot of subjects including economics, geography, history, culture and the arts, science for public understanding, mathematics, english, and many more. For us, this is daily life and it feels like the most natural thing in the world. However, this is not a fact for most children around the world. Some children do not even have the great opportunity to even go to an elementary school. Obviously, this is something we should work on in this ‘mordern’ world. Luckily the United Nations and several 
NGO's like the Red Cross have included this international issue into the millennium development goals.

The second millennium goal (there are eight in total) aims for all children to follow at least elementary education. We also believe that education is very important, especially in developing countries. Firstly because educated people are a stimulation for the economy. When people are able to get better jobs, especially people from rural areas, the income is more evenly divided over the country. Eventually, more money will be given to education, and even more people are able to get a good job. This will help countries develop and rise. Needless to say, other things in the country, like health care, social services, and even more important things like housing and food can be improved greatly. Moreover, education will contribute to peace. With education comes tolerance, and with tolerance comes peace. People will understand each other, and though it will take some time, differences will diminish and countries, like India, can grow to a more sustainable, peaceful future.
Life in India

History


As of any country, the history of India is a long and rich one. It is not relevant to look at its entire history and therefore we will look at India’s history from the partition on. 
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The partition of India was the partition of British India that led to the creation of the sovereign states of the Dominion of Pakistan and the Union of India (later Republic of India). The division brought out a lot of divisions of Indian provinces. For instance the Bengal province and the Punjab province had a geographical division to endure. The partition was made public in the Indian Independence Act 1947 and resulted in the dissolution of the British Indian Empire. In the aftermath of the partition, some provinces/states had to make a choice to either join the Union of India or the Dominion of Pakistan or to stay out of both of them. This, as one can imagine, led to uneasiness and friction between the newborn states of India and Pakistan. And that friction resulted in the Indo-Pakistani War of 1947 and other wars and conflicts between the states. 

Chaos and division

Pakistan was created to serve as a homeland for Muslims and India was the country with a majority of Hindu’s. If this were the case, it is hard to understand why far more Muslims were left behind in India than were incorporated into the new state of Pakistan. Pakistan being a state divided into two halves; one in the east (formerly East Bengal, now Bangladesh) and the other 1,700 kilometres away on the western side of the subcontinent (see map). 

One explanation of the chaotic partition in which the two nations came into existence is the hurried nature of the British withdrawal. The Labour Party that was elected in the general election of July 1945, announced their withdrawal from India soon after they were elected, as they realized the British state could no longer afford to hold on to its over-extended empire; the British were devastated by the Second World War. The border between Pakistan and India was hurriedly drawn by a British lawyer, Cyril Radcliffe, who had little knowledge of Indian conditions. He did this using out of date maps and census materials. Communities, families and farms were cut in two. 

Although Pakistan celebrated its independence on 14 August and India on 15 August 1947, the border between the two new states was not announced until 17 August. By delaying this announcement the British managed to avoid responsibility for the worst fighting and the mass migration that followed. An estimated 25 million people - Hindus, Muslims and Sikhs -(1947-present) crossed the newly carved borders to reach their new homelands. 

One could wonder, and many have, why the British and Indian leaders did not delay the decision over the borders until a better deal could have been agreed. One explanation is that in the time immediately henceforth World War Two, leaders on all sides were losing control and were keen to strike a deal before the country dived into chaos. 

Post partition and Kashmir

Indian politicians endorsed a constitution, which led to the first democratic elections in 1951. This made India the world’s largest democracy and connected governmental authority over the entire subcontinent. However, major tensions have persisted among both Muslim and Sikh communities, which suffered most from the violence and land loss as a result from partition. These tensions have erupted most seriously in the 1980’s in a violent campaign for the establishment of a separate Sikh state. Renewed victimisation of Muslims has also occurred, thinking especially of the destruction of the Muslim shrine at Ayodhya in 1992 and anti-Muslim riots in Gujarat in 2004. “With such notable exceptions, however, India has maintained a remarkable level of cohesion since independence, especially if one considers that it is a country nearly the size of Europe.”

Apart from the other few conflicts, there is one unresolved conflict since partition and it concerns the former Princely State of Kashmir. Its fate was undetermined at the time the British left. Lying as it did on the border of Pakistan and India, both of the countries have claimed it. This has resulted in wars over Kashmir between India and Pakistan on numerous occasions. The conflict has wasted thousands of lives and millions of dollars, but it seems closer to a solution now than at any time since independence. 
Culture 

Language
There are about 216 different languages in India (if one does not count regional dialects or regional words), that are spoken by over 10.000 people, however there are many more languages spoken by fewer than 10.000 people. Altogether there are 415 living languages in India. The constitution of India has specified the usage of Hindi and English to be the two official languages of communication for the Indian government.  

Social stratification

Classes and castes

The caste system in India is more elaborate than that in any other Hindu or Buddhist country. Society is fragmented into castes in such a way that there can be twenty or thirty distinct castes within a village. This society has a hierarchy of endogamous
, birth-ascribed groups. These groups are traditionally characterised by one specific occupation and have their own level of social status. As an individual cannot change his or her caste connection, every family belongs in its entirety and forever to only one caste, and so each caste has developed a subculture that is transferred from generation to generation. 

Hinduism, the religion that about 82% of India’s population practises, supports the division of society into castes. Hindu’s believe that a soul can have multiple reincarnations and that after the body of a person died the soul will be reassigned to another newborn human body or even to an animal one. This reassignment is then done in the light of the souls deeds in its former life. Did the person do a lot of good things, the soul would be reassigned to a higher caste, did the person do bad deeds in the previous life, the soul would be reassigned to a lower caste. 
There are many symbols of class differentiation because each caste tends to have its own everlasting subculture. People's location in this stratification system thus can be indicated accurately according to the way they dress, their personal names, the way they speak a local dialect, the deities they worship, who they are willing to eat with publicly, the location of their housing, and especially their occupations. The combination of all these sub cultural features can be a true sign of where individuals and their families are placed in the caste hierarchy.

Religion
India is one of the most religiously diverse nations in the world, it has some of the most deep religious societies and cultures. Religion still plays a central and definitive role in the life of most of its population. From a census of 1991 could be concluded that 82% of the Indian population was Hindu. Though, 12% of the population is Muslim, a fact that makes India one of the largest Islamic nations in the world. The next largest religious movement is Christians, who make up only over 2 percent of the population and are closely followed in number by Sikhs
. The only other groups of numerical significance are the Buddhists (less than 1 percent) and the Jains
 (less than half a percent). 

In India, religion is a way of life. It is an integral part of the entire Indian tradition. For the majority of Indians, religion permeates every aspect of life, from pedestrian daily chores to education and politics.

Economy

India’s economy has been one of the best performers in the world economy in recent years, growing 9.2% in 2007 and 9.6% in 2006. Growth has been supported by market reforms, huge inflows of FDI (foreign direct investments), rising foreign exchange reserves, both an IT and real estate boom, and a flourishing capital market. 

Alike most of the countries in the world, however, India is facing difficult economic times in 2008. The Reserve Bank of India had set an inflation goal of only 4%, but halfway the year it was running at 11%, the highest level in the last decade. The rising costs of oil, food and resources needed for India’s development boom are all playing a part. 

Statistics

When looking at the economy of a country it could be useful to look at some statistics of recent years, latter-day developments. 

First of all some facts on poverty and other social aspects, the circumstances and quality of living (also compared to the rest of South Asia)
:

	2007
	India
	South Asia

	Population, mid-year (millions) 
	1,123.3
	1,520

	GNI
 per capita (Atlas Method, US$)
	950
	880

	GNI (Atlas method, US$ billions)
	1,069.4
	1,339

	Average annual growth, 2001-07
	
	

	Population (%)
	1.4
	1.6

	Labour force (%)
	1.8
	2.1

	Most recent estimate (latest year available, 2001-07)
	
	

	Urban population (% of total population)
	29
	29

	Life expectancy at birth (years)
	64
	64

	Infant mortality (per 1,000 live births)
	57
	62

	Child malnutrition (% of children under 5)
	44
	41

	Access to an improved water source (% of population)
	89
	87

	Literacy (% of population age 15+)
	61
	58


Secondly, some statistics on the structure of India’s economy. What is it that India gets their income from? And, perhaps more importantly, is there growth in the spending of the consumers?
	(% of GDP
)
	1997
	2006
	2007

	Agriculture
	26.1
	18.3
	17.8

	Industry
	26.8
	29.3
	29.4

	Services
	47.1
	52.4
	52.8

	Household final consumption expenditure
	66.0
	56.7
	54.8

	General gov't final consumption expenditure
	11.4
	10.3
	10.1

	Imports of goods and services
	12.1
	25.1
	24.4

	Average annual growth
	
	
	

	Household final consumption expenditure
	5.8
	10.3
	7.3


What is expected for the future?

Despite the current decline and heightened uncertainties, the expectations for developing countries (in general) through 2015 is broadly in line with last year’s forecast predicated on a relatively quick backfire. This forecast combined with the significant progress in reducing extreme poverty since 1990 in some key large regions denotes that at the global level the goal of halving extreme poverty by 2015 is expected to be reached—though not in all regions, notably Sub-Saharan Africa. 
Education in India
Structure
There are roughly four stages of school education in India. There is Primary, Upper Primary, Secondary and Senior Secondary. Schooling lasts twelve years following the ‘10+2 pattern’. However, there are considerable differences between the various states in terms of the organisational patterns years of schooling, mainly due to the existence of State Education Boards. The government is really doing their best, is really committed to ensuring universal elementary education (primary and upper primary) education for all children aged 6-14. Primary school includes children of the ages six to eleven, arranged in classes one to five. Secondary school and upper primary school includes children of the ages eleven to fifteen, arranged in classes six to ten. Higher secondary school includes students of the ages sixteen to seventeen and are enrolled in the classes eleven and twelve. This can be seen in the diagram below. 
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There are however, differences in this format. In some places there is a concept called Middle/Upper Primary schools for classes 6 to 8. If this should be the occasion, classes 9 to 12 are classified under the ‘high school’ category. 

Pre-primary education
A very small percentage of children get pre-primary education. This is for the reason that pre-primary education is not a fundamental right, so there are very few facilities for pre-primary education. The largest source of provision is the so called ‘Integrated Child Development Services’ and ‘Anganwadi’. The Integrated Child Development Services Programme aims at providing  services to pre-school children in an integrated manner so as to ensure proper growth and development of children in rural, tribal and slum areas. ICDS is a centrally sponsored scheme.
Its objectives:

· To improve the nutritional and health status of children in the age group of 0 to 6 years. 
· To lay the foundations for proper psychological, physical and social development of the child. 
· To reduce the incidence of mortality, morbidity, malnutrition and school drop-out. 
· To achieve effective coordination of policy and implementation amongst the various departments to promote child development. 
· To enhance the capability of the mother to look after the normal health and nutritional needs of the child through proper nutrition and health education. 
The Anganwadi is a government sponsored child-care and mother-care center in India. It caters to children in the 0-6 age group. The word means "courtyard shelter" in Hindi. They were started by the Indian government in 1975 as part of the Integrated Child Development Services program to combat child hunger and malnutrition.
However, the preschool component in the same remains weak. In the absence of significant government provisions, the private sector is reaching to the richer sections of society and has opened a large number of schools throughout the country. Provisions in these kindergartens are divided into two stages - lower kindergarten (LKG) and upper kindergarten (UKG). Naturally, an LKG class would comprise children 3 to 4 years of age, and the UKG class would comprise children 4 to 5 years of age. After finishing upper kindergarten, a child enters Class 1 of primary school. Often kindergartens are considered an essential part of regular schools. Overall, the percentage of enrollment of pre-primary classes to total enrollment (primary) is 11.22% (DISE, 2005-06). 

Primary education
During the eighth five-year plan the target of universalizing primary education was divided into three parameters: Universal Access, Universal Retention and Universal Achievement. This means they wanted to make education accessible to all children. These education programs resulted in about 94% of primary schools in rural areas within 1km and about 84% of upper-primary schools in rural areas within 1km.

Not all sources are equally positive on primary education in India. Journalists are asked to be critical and so is the following journalist from Frontline (an Indian newsmagazine):
“PRIMARY education in India has the history of being an object of neglect by the Indian state through the 60 years of Independence. First, the state has never regarded the provision of education to children as a legal duty, as most modern nations have. In other words, the need for a compulsory education law that would universalize education was never seriously considered. India is one of the few modern nations that has not yet banned all forms of child labour. Secondly, while most modern nations have expanded their educational systems through significant public spending, public financing of education in India has always been inadequate. The share of expenditure on education has only rarely exceeded 3 per cent of the gross domestic product (GDP) in India, while the international average is close to 5 per cent. Thirdly, while in many modern nations educational expansion has gone hand in hand with substantive social transformation, large parts of India are yet to undergo such transformation. Class, caste and gender discriminations have persisted on a mass scale in Indian society, fostering corresponding differentials in educational achievements.”

It is rather curious that an Indian journalist is so negative about his own country’s policy. On the one hand, this makes it very believable. On the other hand it might just be a person who is not content with the progress that has been made up and until now. He/she might have wanted to see more progress and an even more aggressive approach of the government.

Problem and process
The first time we heard about worldschool, we decided we wanted to do this as our final paper. It gives us a chance to help other people, instead of just writing something about a historic subject. This attracted us immediately and we decided to pick one of the worldschool assignments. Soon after we made our decision, we received a list full of subjects from which we could choose our subject. We were given only key words, so our choice was only based on the words education and India actually. Later on we created a worldschool account and soon after that we got our official assignment.

The actual question or assignment was, given to us in one sentence: “Help us to set up an excellent education program for the poor children”. This sounds quite vague, but we were curious about the elaboration that would soon follow. In the meanwhile, the local representative was introduced by the following quote: "I would like our village to be like Amsterdam in the Netherlands. A place where people can live a better life." This sentence shocked us slightly, how could he compare Vadgam to Amsterdam? It pressured us already and we began to understand that this was serious business. 
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Then the situation was described for us. Firstly, we were given some information on the geographical location of Vadgam “Vadgam is situated in Banaskantha District, in Gujarat State, about 15Km from Palanpur City, 750 km from Delhi and 800 Km from Mumbai.” This is very general, but tells us that this area is quite poor. Vadgam is not situated near a big city, so the resources are not optimal. The text tells us that most people are living from agriculture. Water can be a big problem however, so the harvest is not always on its best. Dairy husbandry is also suffering from the lack of water. Vadgam has to deal with this water shortage, but there is a lack of knowledge. We learned as well that there are lots of different ethnic groups living in Vadgam. 











This was followed by a description of the organisator that is already working with the children from Vadgam. It also tells the ages of the cildren they want to teach:

“The Vadgam Social and Welfare Trust, recently founded by an enthusiastic group of young men, has started an education program for the children & youth of Vadgam (ICT, Mathematics, English, science and personality development). To ensure a good future for the children of Vadgam, we need to organise child development activities for children of various age groups in Vadgam - primary (under 13 years), secondary (13-16 years), higher secondary (14-17 years) and the youth in college (17-20 years). We also need to include children not attending school, or drop-outs.”

They do not want to focus on education only. The Vadgam Social and Welfare Trust wants to make Vadgam community a better place, so they want to take their project much further. They want to give awareness campaigns in Vadgam about subject like rain water, harvesting, and health. They would like to organise medical camps, seminars and many more activities. It is a highly ambitious Trust that will do everything for Vadgam.

Finally, the desired endproduct was thoroughly described. We were being asked to focus specifically on four main points. They want to give poor children knowledge, skills, self-confidence and the possibility to discover and develop their talents. That is where we come in, we were asked to help and advise the Vadgam Social and Welfare Trust. 
We were asked to study and describe the school systeem in India, and compare and contrast this to the school system in the Netherlands. What kind of educational views would we recommend, and why? What would be best for Vadgam, isolated or intergrated education? Theoretic or in context? These would be the things to look at. They asked us to take Vadgams ambition in to account to search for and recommend the system that would work best for them.
We were also asked to advise them about the curriculum for Vadgam education. They asked us to mainly work on maths, science, English and computer skills. We had to take integration of self-confidence and talent development. We also had to think about books and other educational materials needed to teach the children. Finally, we had to lay our thoughts on the role of parents, teachers, pupils, parents, local businesses and the community.

As a further explanation we were given the following:

“Our aim is to provide a better platform to prepare for good educational qualification as per international level. Generally in our village children don't have any guideline and information regarding the possibility of good and competitive education. So we need to prepare a project to help them to make a bright career in there life.

The children's age is between 5 to 17 years. We just started with a group of 15 children and will increase up to 100 children. Generally children start to go to school at the age of 5 years.

Overall the project will definitely be helpful to increase the confident in poor children in the village and be helpful them to develop their talent.”
This assignment is highly complicated, and we realised that from the moment we started already. Some of the things we were asked are simply impossible, only we found that out much later. All this information was given to us by worldschool, and they also gave us some tips about glocalisation, presenting our knowledge while applying it on a local level.

Soon after we first heard about our assignment, we quickly started sending e-mails with our local representative. His name is Nitin Patel, he is working to improve his village. Nitin is a very dedicated, optimistic and inspiring man, he has created a few websites, asked help all over the world and has reached a lot of goals with this. Here is a short piece of text he wrote about himself at Nabuur:
First I like to welcome All of you and Thankful to visit my profile.
My Real Name Is "Nitesh",but people call me as a "Nitin".I am married with "Hansha" and we have a one son Name "Dhaval".I am a Graduate with Commerce Subject from Palanpur Comerece College.Now I am working in well-known co-operative sector in Banaskantha District.I always looking for good peoples around the world who like to share some good information & knowledge to eachother,beside I like to work for community,so i join www.nabuur.com.I feel very pleasure to workout for society on development.

I like to read various News paper's,Magazine's,Books's and keep myself update with knowledge which is useful to myself as well as other's also.

I like to see TV Programe and love to internet surffing....

I like to play Cricket and watch football, tenniss, Hockey, Olympic Games...

My dream is to do somthing good for society in life.. 

He presents himself as an idealistic man, who will do everything for a better community. This description turned out to very true, in the time we spent having contact, he already improved his project greatly.
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We did however experience some kind of language barrier. Already in this very first contact we have had a misunderstanding. We offered him two choices; the first was to focus on one of the three age groups and fully work out every aspect of it. The second options was to focus on the education-part for all age groups. We thought this was good idea, since we were not able to complete the whole assignment within the given amount of time.. He knows what is needed mostly, so we thought it was best to let Nitin choose what he wanted us to focus on. Only, when we received a reply to our e-mail, it turned out that he had not completely understood our question. An excerpt from the message:






“Well First Option is most important we have a three group as per following age

1> Age 5 to 8   Years

2> Age 9 to 12  Years

3>Age 13 to 17 Years

Pl.cover all the group in your assignment.”

At this point we started to worry about this language problem. He had clearly not understood our question properly; we wanted him to choose, but he did not make a choice at all. We realized that this going to be more difficult than we thought, but more importantly, we realized that we actually had to work with somebody at the other side of the world. We live in different countries, have different cultures and basically; work differently. Naturally, this is the most interesting part of the assignment, but it can cause lots of problems too. This difference in cultures can be difficult, but we thought about it as a challenge instead of an obstacle. 
In our next e-mail we decided to ask about the state of the school. What do they have already? We asked whether there was a building, if they had books and material, if they had teachers, and if they had a budget. The reply was very unexpected: they did not have anything. Nitin was the only teacher and the lessons were at his house. At this point we started worrying about costs, was that the real assignment? Fundraising? Could we do anything without money? A new problem had arisen which we had to tackle.

After this e-mail we got more or less stuck. We were very confused and did not know what to do anymore. We knew had to continue; with sending e-mails, but the deadline for our final paper was approaching too. You can say we almost gave up at this point, or at least, we took a little break. We let it rest for a while and focused on other points. Around November/December we continued our project. We renewed the conversation with Nitin and we started making new plans. At this point we realized that we had demanded too much of ourselves. We are not able to build whole schools, or look for teachers or invent a perfect curriculum. We do not even have to. Our task is to give some advise, then the locals decide whether they will use it or not. We do not have to do everything by ourselves, there are plenty of people already working on the village. 

We decided to continue the project more with more effort than before. We wanted to give the best advise we could and from this point on we worked more actively for Vadgam. We created a special account, so we could reply Nitin’s e-mails faster. We also posted something at nabuur.com, to ask what they already had over there and what they wanted us to do. We explained that we were just students with limited time, knowledge and possibilities.  We asked the same to Nitin, we required a specification of the assignment. The answer was quite vague, so it did not really help us. He did not specify anything, but his reply was very nice though. At nabuur.com we did get some good replies content wise, people were helpful and we managed to get further. With our renewed energy we just kept asking Nitin about more information. Mainly; what was the problem, what do they have and what do they want us to do.

When we continued mailing, we asked some things about the system in India. Since it is one the fastest developing countries on earth, we thought they must have some laws about schooling. India is not an extremely poor country, so how could it be possible that these children were not going to school? How was it possible that they had no building, school materials or teachers? In our e-mails we asked if school was obligatory in India and at what age. We also asked whether schools were (partly) state funded. Nitin’s reply to our e-mail was a huge shock, it changed everything:

Thanks for your positive Reply.Its ok to work theoretically.yes School obligatory in our country.generally we children's start school with age of 5(five).some schools funded by state but we set up a non-profit organization with name "Vadgam Social & Welfare Trust"to work some differanty than routine educational system in government school.we like to teach them some extra knowledge which will be helpful them to make a better life in future.They all are already goes in government school but they attained our class room once in a week on sunday to learn something extra which is encouraging them and make them more competative.so pl.do as best by you to help this children's for better education.
Nitin told us that all the children went to school already, his school is only on Saturday. He founded this school to give children better chances in the future because apparently they do not learn enough at their normal school. As Nitin said in an e-mail he sent us: “Thers is very poor result in rural schols which is unable to make a bright future.Children's get some routine degree or knowledge through this schools but not make there bright future due to lack of talant and selfconfident development.” Currently Nitin teaches 35 children, but he hopes to increase this number to 100 children.
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He also told us that he taught these 35 children all by himself. The children differ in age, from 5 to 15 years old. The levels are different too. This must be really difficult, so it is something we have been keeping into mind all the time. Nitin also explained the way he teaches the children; he divides them into six groups. In these groups leaders are appointed, this way the children also develop leader skills. He makes a file of each group which is updated every week. They show this achievements to their parents. Each week he puts the groups to work, mostly with the help of worksheets he gets from the internet. He showed us some, which we have attached to this paper. Nitin changes these activities each week, so one week he teaches English, the other week computer skills and another week mathematics for example.









It was shocking for us that we only found this out after two months of contact, we had completely misunderstood each other. Naturally, this fact was not a problem, but we needed a completely different plan. The assignment had altered greatly, all of a sudden it had become much more interesting. From teaching children who know ‘nothing’ to teaching children in the weekends who go to school every week. Tactics had to be altered too, we had to change our approach. The lessons needed to be a bit  fun, given the fact that they come there voluntarily. We had to stimulate them to learn more and create a better future for themselves. This ‘new’ assignment suited us much more.

So this change of assignment had a very positive effect on us. We got enthusiastic again and came up with all sort of ideas. We checked them with Nitin and took his ideas into account too. In the next part we will deliberately tell what we advise the Vadgam Social & Welfare Trust.
Possible solutions
To improve Nitin's school we have made up a plan for him. While developing this plan we had to keep several things in mind. First and foremost, Nitin wanted the children to learn something new. This means they will know something on top of what they learn in general school, improving their job opportunities compared to the other children who go to the same primary school. Secondly, we had to find a way to raise their confidence. This is important because if the children do not believe they can make a difference in their future, they will not succeed in what they do. They have to be confident about their knowledge and talents so they can implement it in their future job's. And last but not least, we could not forget their talent development. When you are young, you have to find out what your talents are. You can then use these talents and develop them to acquire a high level in something you are talented in. This will lead to better job opportunities.
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In this particular situation there are two possible approaches to improve the children's knowledge:

The first option is to use the knowledge they already have and dig into it. The children already get certain subjects in school (these are the red boxes). What we can do is give them more information about these subjects than they already get in school. In this way they will learn something on top of what all the other children learn. You can see how this works in the picture on the right.
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The second option is to teach them something which they do not get in primary school. In this way they will get the subjects in school everybody gets. Only next to these subjects we could introcude new subjects. These subjects could give them a much bigger chance to distinguish themselves from the other children, since they will acquire knowledge no other children in the village have. You can see this in the second picture.

If we were to go for the first option, we could only help them by sending them information we have ourselves, or to get them in touch with people who have information Nitin could teach the children. Obviously, there is quite a problem we came across here. There is a huge different in culture between those children in India and children in the Netherlands or even Europe. How can we send them exercises about computers if the only computer in the village is Nitin's? They will not know what the exercise is about and they will not be able to relate to it. On top of that, think about the many years teachers spend adjusting the methods to their classes and different children. If these methods do not work flawlessly in classes in the Netherlands, they will never work in India. This is also something Worldschool warned us for not to do; we need to think globally and act locally. This means we cannot implement whatever we think up in the Netherlands throughout the whole world. We need to have a plan that will be globaly beneficial for the children and yet work out locally. This is exactly why we have came up with the following plan.

There are several up and downsides to the plan. Option one for example is hard to realize ourselves. We do not have the means to go there and help them out. All we can do is send Nitin information, then he will have to find out for himself what works and what does not work. Only Nitin's proffession is not a being a teacher, he is simply a great person who is willing to give his time helping these children. The positive side is that the children will get more time to understand everything they get in school. In case they do not understand anything, they can ask Nitin on one of the other children on saturday. Also, the children will have more knowledge than the other children. Concerning the second option, it is very difficult to determine which subjects the children do not get in school yet and what subjects are beneficial to their future.


Obviously, picking one option is not going to work, therefore we have decided to make a combination of the two. 

We have made a plan to help Nitin acquire the information so he can fullfill the first option.  For the second option, we deliberated with Nitin and considered several factors to help us decide what subjects can help the children's futures.

We know for a fact that India's economy is rapidly rising, and will be for the coming years. Therefore we decided that it is vital for the children to learn something about the economy. Especially if you want to make it to an economical or buisiness-type of job, you have to have some basic knowledge about the economy to be able to function. On top of knowing more about the economy, knowing more about the world's history will also help to understand both the economy and why countries in the world do certain thing. If you know the history of a country, or even the general world-history, it will be easier to understand why countries react to issues around the world in a certain way. Nitin also really wants the children to improve their English and work on their computer skills. Nitin's computer is the only one in the village, but since India's economy is growing so rapidly, this might change soon. If they are able to work with computer, everything they do will be so much more efficient and it will certainly help them to get a better job. English is clearly one of the world's biggest languages, and from our own experience we know it can help you a great deal. These children will be able to communicate with people around the world and they can learn about other cultures. Also helping them learn about other countries could be a subject covering different cultures around the world. This will help the children understand people around the world and it will greatly improve both their social and proffesional life in the future.

To fit in the first option with the second option we needed to do something completely different. How is Nitin going to adapt his school to the general school? We need to know exactly what is going on in general school, before Nitin is able to properly help the children if they have questions about it and to have them learn something extra. The most important thing is that there is no easily accesable curriculum in the general school. This means Nitin has to contact them in order to get all this exact information from them. Only it will be very unhandy if Nitin has to contact a lot of different teacher or if he has to hear what they are “supposed to do” the coming year. He needs to know what will be going on for the coming week so he can adjust his lessons for the children. So we figured that the easiest way to reach this goal is that Nitin meets on a weekly basis with one or two teachers. Since he recently found two teachers from the general school willing to help him out in his school, this shouldn't be too big of a problem. These two teachers have already given the children some lessons (especially concerning the Indian history), Nitin can ask them to meet with him. Instead of teaching the children something they could update him on what is going on in the general school and help him out with things Nitin could do. He could use the information they give him to teach the children something new.

Besides these two options there are several things we could also do for both the development of the children and their confidence level.

The Big Brother project is a projec that will help stimulate their development. The project means that one of the older children will help a younger child. The older child will develop leadership skills and the younger child will be able to understand something he/she didn't understand before or the younger child could learn something new.

Keeping portfolios will help both Nitin and the children. Each child will keep a portfolio, they will constantly update it themselves. In their portfolio they can see the things they have made and what they have achieved. Being able to look back at their portfolio will help them realise they have achieved new things. They will know they have gotten better at things and they will be more motivated to learn another new thing. Besides the motivation for the children, the portfolio also helps Nitin to know where the children are at. He will know what things he needs to give extra attention to and what children struggle the most with certain things. Looking at their portfolios will help them improve his own lessons.

Drama lessons could also help to improve the confidence level of the children. They will learn to give presentions, look at situations from a different perspective and they will gain more confidence. To make it easier for Nitin to give drama lessons we have added an example of a drama lesson to his personal consultance.

We have made a personal consultance for Nitin, to make sure he will fully understand everything. We tried to be succinct and to the point in this consultance. Not only have we added a possible drama lesson to this consultance, but we have also referred him back to this essay, in case the argumentation is not fully understandable. Hopefully, Nitin will be able to use the solution we came up with. We hope the children will be able to have bright futures and will be able to look back at Nitin's school with great enjoyment.

Personal Consultance

Subject: Feedback on your school in Vadgam.

Dear Nitin,

We came to the conclusion that you have two possibilities in your school. You could either teach the children something they don't get in school, or you can find out what exactly they get in school and teach them something extra about those subjects. After great consideration we thought the extra subjects could include: English, history, economics, culture and computer skills. We will also send you our essay, in case you would like to know why we came to this conclusion. Since we all want the children to benefit the most from your school, we figured it is most benefical if you do both of these things.

To be able to teach the children something they don't know yet, you need to know what the children learn in the general school. You already have great contact with two teachers from the general school. You have told us those teachers came in occasionally, teaching the children something. We think you could use the contact with these teachers in a better way. If, instead of them teaching the children, you meet with these two teachers on a regular base, they could tell you a lot of useful information. For instance, the three of you could meet every week. They can tell you what the children will be doing and learning in the coming week. You could then use this information to find something that is simular, only a bit more difficult so the children reach a higher level. The teachers can also give you advice and maybe even feedback on what you have been doing.

We believe this is the main issue you should focuse on. Besides this, you could try out several projects. It is hard for us to tell if they work with children from India, so you might have to adjust a few things.

One of the projects is the Big Brother project. The goal of the project is to stimulate the development and confidence level of the children. One of the older children will get the chance to help out a younger child. The older child will be able to learn how to explain things and he/she will develop leadership skills. The younger child will be able to understand things better and he/she will learn new things (sometimes it is easier to understand something if they are told in a slightly different way, it might help to have someone else teach the kids something too!).

Another project is keeping portfolios. A portfolio is simply a book, folder or ringbinder (or anything simular), to keep track of what you have been doing. Each time you have achieved something, or if you have made an exercise, you can put this in your portfolio. After a while you will be able to look back at your portfolio and see what you have been doing. The children will experience this as a very motivating project. This will enable them to see what they have achieved. They will be proud of themselves and try even harder next time, since they have seen the lovely results. It will also help you out a great deal. By looking at the portfolio each individual child will make, you will see where they are at. It helps you find out what the children think is difficult and fun, and what you might have to pay extra attention to.

We also think drama lessons will greatly improve the children's level of confidence. To give you an idea of what kind of drama lessons you could give, we have made an example for you. You could think of different activities (giving a presentation, imitating famous people, performing an existing play, etc.) and you could also link your drama lessons to different subject than English.

Example drama lesson:

Purpose



To get the children to gain more confidence and feel 




more at ease when speaking to a group of peers and 




to improve their English fluently and vocabulary.
Group or individual


Groupwork.
Activity



The children will have to make several groups of 




around 4 kids. Prior to this activity Nitin could teach 



the children something new considering the English 



language. The children will get the chance to think up 



a little sketch, which they will have to perform in 



English. The sketch has to be about something funny 



that has happened to one of the kids in the last week. 



If they can't think of anything, they are allowed to 



think up something else. They have to try to use  




things they have learnt just prior to this activity by 



Nitin. When they are finished each group will have to 



perform their sketch in front of the whole group.
Effect




The children will experience what it is like to perform 




in from of a group. They will learn it is not too heart-




wrecking and this will help them be more confident 




about it. The sketch will also help them improve their 




English fluency and also to improve what they will 




have learnt from Nitin during the first part of  





the lesson.
Feedback and portfolio

Afterwards they can put the written sketch in their 



portfolio and write down what they think they've learnt 



this lesson. They can later benefit from their portfolio 



if they put this in. They could also receive feedback 



from Nitin, to help them improve their performing 



skills and their English. They could also put this in 



their portfolio so they can keep working on those 




things.

We hope our feedback and tips can help you improve your school. Feel free to ask us questions if anything is unclear, we will be eager to explain you everything. If you would like to know more about why we think this is a good option for you, you can look at our essay in which we have arguments concerning all our decisions.

Please let us know how everything goes and if you need some more feedback!

Kind regards,

Renske Boersma,

Anne-Wil Heijlaerts &

Eva van der Helm

Epilogue
We really raised the bar high for our final paper. Instead of choosing a ‘regular subject’ for example the cold war, the industrial revolution or feminism, we chose to actually share our knowledge in a realistic way. We wanted to do something more than reading a few books, analyse them and write a report. When we heard about the Worldschool project, it interested us immediately. This way, we would actually do something. While we had to work on a paper anyway, now we found something in which it would actually matter. Solve a concrete problem in a developing country. Sounds promising, especially when you are really able to help people. 

Most Worldschool problems are about problem solving. We thought our subject had a concrete problem as well, but it turned out to be otherwise. Education is not about a problem and a solution. We are not able to tell exactly how much mathematics people in India should learn, and what exercises they should do to accomplish that. We were able however, to consult ‘our’ Nitin. This warm, amicable person gives his life to improve his village. This inspired us greatly and we did our very best to help him. We have not solved the problem completely, but we hope we have given him enough advice to help his children. We hope Nitin can give them a better future, in a blooming, wonderful Vadgam.
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� Non-governmental organisations 


� Dr. Crispin Bates 


� Pertaining to or characterized by the custom of marrying only within the limits of a clan or tribe.


� A monotheistic religion founded in northern India in the 16th century by the guru Nanak. Sikhism rejects caste distinctions, idolatry, and asceticism and is characterized by belief in a cycle of reincarnation from which humans can free themselves by living righteous lives as active members of society.


� A religion founded in the 6th century BC as a revolt against Hinduism; emphasizes asceticism and immortality and transmigration of the soul; denies existence of a perfect or supreme being.


� Source: ‘India at a glance’ from the 24th of September 2008


� GNI = Gross National Income


� GDP = Gross Domestic Product


� Frontline Volume 26 – Issue 07: March 28-April 10, 2009


� Labourers working in Vadgam


� Nitin Patel


� Children working on Nitin’s assignments and worksheets at his home in Vadgam
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